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When planning to install a pool; plan carefully. When considering whether or not to remove an existing fence or safety device after your pool is built- Read the following and understand the danger.

Drowning is the number one cause of death for children under five in Florida, Arizona, and California with a ranking of number two for the nation.
For every drowning there are eleven near drowning incidents, according to government statistics; many of which result in totally disabling brain damage.
	Supervision Can and Does Fail

	A study conducted by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to find out how child - drowning incidents occur indicates that supervision can and does fail.

	The investigation by the Commission was directed at children under age five in Arizona, California, and Florida who had drown in home swimming pools. The results might help you to better understand why drowning is still the number one killer for three states and stands at number two for the nation:

	Who was in charge of supervision at the time of drowning?

	69 percent of the accidents occurred while one or both parents were responsible for supervision.

	10 percent were adults other than the parents.

	14 percent were sitters.

	7 percent were siblings.



	What was the location of the pool drowning?

	65 percent were in a pool owned by the child's family. 

	22 percent were at a relatives' pool.

	11 percent happened at a neighbor's pool.


PREVENTION; LAYERS OF PROTECTION.

The goal, with instituted layers of protection, is to come as close to a "fail safe" system of preventing drowning incidents as possible. Meaning that if there is a momentary lapse of supervision for whatever reason, we have several backup systems in place.
All must fail before a drowning can take place.
	Layers of Protection

	Supervision is always your primary layer of protection, but as the study shows, 69 percent of the drowning incidents occurred when parental supervision failed and there were not other "backup layers" in use.

	1. Access doors to the pool area with high locks are a secondary layer of protection. 

2. Alarms on access doors is another layer of protection. 

3. A pool safety barrier (fence) separating the pool from your home and all access doors and entrances is one more layer of protection. 

4. Water survival training for a child when he is capable of crawling or walking to the pool. 

5. CPR and your knowledge of rescue techniques are a final layer of protection should there be an accident. 


	Consumer Product Safety Commission Suggests Installing Fences & Gates Completely Around Pools

	The consumer Product Safety Commission suggests installing a fence or other barrier, completely around the pool. If the house is part of the barrier, the doors leading from the house to the pool should be protected with an alarm or the pool should have a power safety cover.

	- The fence or other barrier should be at least 4 feet high. It should have no foot or handholds that could help a young child to climb it.

	- Vertical fence slats should be less than 4 inches apart to prevent a child from squeezing through

	- For any pool barrier, the maximum clearance at the bottom of the barrier should not exceed 4 inches above grade, when the measurement is done on the side of the barrier facing away from the pool.

	- Gates should open out from the pool and should be self- closing and self-latching. The gate should have no opening greater than ½ inch within 18 inches of the latch release mechanism. This prevents a young child from reaching through the gate and releasing the latch.

	- If the fence is chain link, then no part of the diamond-shaped opening should be larger that 1¾ inch. The mesh size should not exceed 1¼ inches square.


	Some Startling Statistics

	According to the U.S. Lifesaving Association, drowning is the third leading cause of unintentional death in the United States, and the second leading cause of death for people ages 5 to 44. For children ages 1 to 2, drowning is the leading cause of injury or death. 

	An extensive study on pool safety by the Consumer Product Safety Commission yielded some startling statistics. The investigation by the Commission was directed at children under age five in Arizona, California, and Florida who had drown in home swimming pools. The results might help you to better understand why drowning is still the number one killer for three states and stands at number two for the nation: 

Here are some statistics from that report,

	- In California, Arizona and Florida, drowning is the leading cause of accidental death in and around the home for children under the age of 5.

	- 75% of children involved in swimming pool submersion or drowning accidents were between 1 and 3 years old.

	- Boys between 1 and 3 years old are the most likely victims of fatal drowning accidents and near-fatal submersions in residential swimming pools.

	- Most of the victims were being supervised by one or both parents when the swimming pool accident occurred. 

	- Nearly half of the child victims were last seen in the house before the pool accident occurred. In addition, 23 percent of the accident victims were last seen on the porch or patio or in the yard.

	- 65 percent of the accidents occur in a pool owned by the victim's immediate family, and 33 percent of the accidents occurred in pools owned by relatives or friends.

	- Fewer than 2 percent of the pool accidents were a result of children trespassing on property where they didn't live or belong.

	- Pool submersions involving children happen quickly. A child can drown in the time it takes to answer a phone call. 77 percent of the swimming pool victims had been missing for five minutes or less when they were found in the pool drowned or submerged. 

	- Pool drownings are silent deaths. It is unlikely that splashing or screaming will occur to alert a parent or caregiver that a child is in trouble.
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